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OUR MISSION 
TO PROVIDE APPROPRIATE AND DIVERSIFIED PROGRAMS AND 

ACTIVITIES THAT SERVE TO ATTRACT AND HOLD AREA YOUTH 

TO THE CLUBHOUSES. WE PROVIDE ENVIRONMENTS THAT 

TEACH CHILDREN THE SKILLS NEEDED TO BUILD  

POSITIVE LIVES, ATTITUDES, AND BEHAVIOR. 

Boys & Girls Clubs of Buffalo has always been committed to making sure there is a 

place for every child who needs afterschool care and to provide an environment that 

allows kids to be their best.  

 

Shimire Foots, our 2010 Youth of the Year, is a perfect example of the positive im-

pact that Boys & Girls Clubs has on children. Despite growing up in difficult cir-

cumstances he has rejected the gang lifestyle and has focused on his education and 

positive activities. With the help of Boys & Girls Clubs, he is now on his way to a 

promising future.  Shimire is just one of the thousands of children who benefit from 

the safe, positive environment that we offer. 

 

Our commitment remains as strong as ever to children and working families 

throughout Western New York.  As more children have to contend with unsafe 

neighborhoods, or pressure to make choices that may have negative consequences, 

we believe the safety net of Boys & Girls Clubs is more important than ever. We 

provide positive adult role models, educational support and healthy meals, regard-

less of the ability to pay. More, importantly, we provide an alternative to children 

having to be at home alone afterschool or tempted by negative influences on the 

streets. 

 

Our ability to offer quality afterschool care is a direct result of the generosity of 

many of you who contributed to our Annual Appeal. Our work is far from done. 

Like many other non-profit organizations, we will feel the effects of less state aid 

through a variety of program cuts.  Despite these cuts and some fairly difficult eco-

nomic times overall, we are committed to continuing to offer the needed programs 

that are so vital to many working families in Western New York. We are resolute in 

finding new creative ways to efficiently and effectively continue to provide safe, 

engaging places for kids afterschool, programs that promote and support education, 

and hot nutritious meals. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

 

 

 Diane L. Rowe   Kenneth Sodaro 

 Chief Professional Ofýcer Chief Volunteer Ofýcer 
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SUMMARY FINANCIAL REPORT 
2009-2010 Revenue 

In the 2009-2010 ýscal year, Boys & Girls Clubs of Buffalo generated $3,695,490 

in revenue. Our ýscal year runs from July 1st through June 30th of each year. 

 

Income 

1. Government Grants     $   2,267,575  

2. Non Government Grants  $     744,072  

3. United Way       $     234,660  

Net Income  $ (163,968)             

2009-2010 Expenses 

Total expenses for ýscal year 2009-2010 were $3,859,458.  The increase from last 

year's overall expenses is primarily in program personnel. 

Expense 

1. Personnel  $       2,601,339  

2. Program  $          405,561  

3. Occupancy  $          239,479  
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4. Donations       $     380,243  

5. Special Events/Fund Raisers   $       11,686  

6. Interest, Fees  & Misc      $       57,254  

Total Income       $  3,695,490  

 

4. Administrative $          362,472  

5. Fund Development $          250,607  

Total Expense  $       3,859,458  
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 ɯƾƼƼǅ-ɯƽƼɯ'ҥңҤҨҥңҤҰү 
 

2 Pack a Backpack 

More than 4,000 children started school this year with brand new backpacks 

filled with pencils, crayons, paper and more, thanks the generosity of those 

who donated supplies to 2 Pack a Backpack, Boys & Girls Clubs of Buffalo 

annual school supply drive! Understanding that the cost of back to school sup-

plies can be overwhelming for many families, Boys & Girls Clubs of Buffalo, 

in partnership with WGRZ-TV News and Walmart, collected supplies at six 

area Walmart stores in late August and donated fully stuffed backpacks to fam-

ilies in Western New York.  

 

This year, under the leadership of long-

time Backpack supporter Keybank, 

three local banks joined forces to devel-

op the Little People fundraising concept 

that provided an opportunity for bank 

employees and customers to make a 

small donation at the branch location to 

support the school supply drive. Bank 

of America and Northeast  

Savings Bank also participated and 

money to purchase school supplies. 

 
Local Club Members Win National Fine Arts Competition 

Takara Watkins of the Butler Mitchell Clubhouse 

was named one of 37 Boys & Girls Club artists 

whose work was selected to appear in the 2011 Na-

tional Fine Arts Exhibit. Her work, entitled ñFormò 

was honored in the sculpture  

category.  

 

A group project from the Elmwood Village Charter School 

was also named as winner for their work called ñBuilding 

Community.ò Both entries were honored at this yearôs 

AkidEMY event and will be part of the National Fine Arts 

Exhibit nationwide tour.  The Griffis Arts Program, part of 

our Arts Core program area, helped club members with their 

submissions by providing unique artistic experiences to in-

spire and educate them about art and creativity. 

 ɯƾƼƼǅ-ɯƽƼɯ'ҥңҤҨҥңҤҰү 
 

 

Shimire Foots: Quiet Leader and 2010 Youth of the Year 

ñI didnôt think I would be picked,ò says a soft-spoken Shimire Foots, 

when asked what it felt like to be chosen as Boys & Girls Cubs of Buf-

faloôs 2010 Youth of the Year, ñI was so nervous I couldnôt find my 

notes to make my speech,ò he laughs. With a smile that lights up his 

face, however, it is apparent that Shimire is thrilled to have been hon-

ored with the Youth of the Year title at this yearôs AkidEMY event.   

 

While his style appears to be laid-back, he is anything 

but, according to Lorrie Ann Knight, Clubhouse Director 

at the John F. Beecher Clubhouse where Shimire attends. 

ñShimire was the first to offer to show me around when I 

started working hereï he made me feel like part of the 

Beecher Clubhouse family.ò  She continues, ñHe is al-

ways ready to help and eager to take the initiative. The 

younger kids really look up to him because he is truly a 

leader.ò   
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A group project from the Elmwood Village Charter School 

was also named as winner for their work called ñBuilding 

Community.ò Both entries were honored at this yearôs 
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submissions by providing unique artistic experiences to in-

spire and educate them about art and creativity. 

Exploring the Future 

The teen years can be a time when many kids are faced with making de-

cisions that can impact on their future.  At Boys & Girls Clubs of Buffa-

lo, we believe that keeping teens engaged in activi-

ties that can help them discover their interests and 

talents, as well as to prepared them for higher edu-

cation or careers is critical to help guide teens to 

positive decisions.    

In addition to on-going mentoring and educational 

support, teen club members can take advantage of 

programs that help them explore career possibili-

ties. Nearly 100 club members  had a chance learn 

more about careers such as radiology, auto me-

chanics and culinary arts, at career fairs at the Bab-

cock and Masten Clubhouses. Career and Tech-

nical Education students from Buffalo State College presented the career 

fairs and will work individually with Club members this fall.  Teen club 

members also were able to gain hands-on working experience by partici-

pating in Camp Old Navy . Club members learned more about working 

in retail as they helped unload and stock merchandise, greeted customers 

and learned about various careers in the retail field. 


